Technical Article

Industry Sector
Building Technologies Division
Zug (Switzerland), November 9, 2010

Green+ Hospitals from Siemens: Sustainability is more than just ecology
Sustainability is a key issue for Siemens, the company already having committed to
supporting the GreenBuilding Program, a European Commission initiative to enhance the
energy efficiency in non-residential buildings. However, while Greenbuilding recognizes
the considerable contribution that cost-effective energy efficiencies can make in reducing
the final energy demand in Europe, it is not specific to the healthcare sector and, by its very
nature, focuses predominantly on ecology.
Sustainability, in its truest sense, essentially includes ecological, social, and economic factors. This
also applies to healthcare and its service providers. The modern day healthcare environment
demands that hospitals are more than just hospitals. Today’s physicians and hospitals are
expected to be environmentally sensitive and to continually improve patient care, while
simultaneously lowering costs. For this reason, Siemens has introduced the “Green+ Hospitals”
program. The “plus” in the name means that sustainability in healthcare does not simply equal
ecology. In this industry it has far more to do with increasing workflow efficiencies, improving the
economic sustainability of healthcare companies, and simultaneously optimizing the quality of
patient care, all while taking environmentally-relevant aspects into consideration. For this reason,
Green+ Hospitals brings together all solutions that help hospitals to meet these three criteria.
The hospital benefits from Green+ Hospitals because workflows are optimized and service
processes are designed to be more efficient. Innovative medical systems and high-tech building
infrastructure reduce energy costs and help to improve patient care. Patients benefit, for example,
from shorter waiting times and new diagnostic and treatment methods that put less strain on the
body while improving the quality of treatment. In addition, as part of the Green+ Hospitals initiative,
Siemens advises its customers on optimizing workflows, building management, energy
management, control systems, as well as IT and communications infrastructure.
“There are of course many approaches in the hospital that include critical aspects of sustainable
development for the organization, such as promoting preventive care, patient orientation, and
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quality and environmental management. However, these tend to be viewed as separate, isolated
issues. With Green+ Hospitals, Siemens wants to turn the individual aspects into a comprehensive
picture to help our customers operate sustainably“, said Heinrich von Wulfen, CEO of Sales
Regions Europe, Africa & Middle East, and Customer Relationship Management at Siemens
Healthcare.

The Siemens Industry Sector (Erlangen, Germany) is the worldwide leading supplier of environmentally friendly
production, transportation, building and lighting technologies. With integrated automation technologies and
comprehensive industry-specific solutions, Siemens increases the productivity, efficiency and flexibility of its customers in
the fields of industry and infrastructure. The Sector consists of six divisions: Building Technologies, Drive Technologies,
Industry Automation, Industry Solutions, Mobility und Osram. With around 207,000 employees worldwide (September
30), Siemens Industry achieved in fiscal year 2009 total sales of approximately €35 billion. www.siemens.com/industry
The Siemens Building Technologies Division (Zug, Switzerland) is the world’s leading provider of safe, secure and
energy efficient solutions for buildings („Green Buildings“) and building infrastructure. As a service provider, system
integrator and product supplier Building Technologies offers building automation, HVAC, fire safety, security, electrical
installation technology and low voltage power distribution. With around 43,000 employees worldwide (September 30),
Building Technologies achieved a turnover of €7.0 billion in fiscal year 2009. www.siemens.com/buildingtechnologies
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