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Case study
An accessible transformation at Burnley Football Club

A new access control system based on products from Siemens Building Technologies and
installed by Thorne Access & Security, is playing a key role in the transformation of an
under-used executive suite at Burnley Football Club. Part of Pennine Lancashire’s No
Limits programme, the suite will become a vibrant Enterprise Haven that provides
accommodation and support for fledgling businesses.

By working with partners, including Burnley FC’s community trust, No Limits is planning to
regenerate Pennine Lancashire through enterprise and business development. When Burnley FC
got involved in the project they saw an opportunity to make better use of the previously void space
that forms part of the club’s Jimmy McIlroy Stand by transforming into the Enterprise Haven.

The idea was to convert the area into two conference and education suites and 14 small offices,
which could be offered on short-term leases to start-up companies. The development has also
incorporated a suite of computers for ‘hot-desking’ for communities and new businesses to utilize.
An essential element in the conversion was, however, ensuring that the individual offices would be
secure and well protected against unauthorized access. This was particularly important as the
remainder of the executive suite was still to be used for its original purpose on match days.

Asked to develop an access control system that would meet these requirements and also be easy
to work with, Thorne Access & Security decided to provide an installation based on the SiPass
Entro access control system from Siemens Building Technologies.

Designed for easy networking, the SiPass Entro system features an intuitive Windows-based user
interface that makes it simple to manage, combined with the capacity to cope with up to 512 doors
and 40,000 users. In this application, the main controller is used in conjunction with SR34i segment
controllers that can carry on operating even if the connection to the main controller is interrupted.
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Each of the 20 doors covered in the initial configuration is fitted with a DC-12 door controller, and
readers with Hands Free technology.

The major components of the installation are linked by Category 5 network cabling, which is
inexpensive and convenient to install, yet supports high communication speeds.

“We chose Siemens products because our past experience has shown them to be versatile, easy
to install and dependable, as well as offering excellent value for money,” said Hadrian Thorne,
Managing Director of Thorne Access & Security. “We also knew that the SiPass Entro system is
very easy to work with, yet offers extensive facilities.”

“We were, for example, able to set the system up so that the validity of the access tags
corresponds with the lease period for each office,” he continued. “If a former leaseholder returns
with an old tag, therefore, they will automatically be denied access.”

In use, the system has been very well received. Burnley FC Community Sports Trust facilities
management team needed less than half a day’s training to learn how to use the installation, and
the leaseholders of the individual offices, in what is now officially titled Turf Moor Enterprise Haven
at Burnley Football Club, are happy to have a high level of office security using only convenient
access tags rather than bulky keys.

The new SiPass Entro access control system is complemented by an existing CCTV installation.
This incorporates 12 PTZ cameras and ten Siemens Solaris domes, with images from around the
site being recorded 24 hours a day, every day.

“Our faith in Siemens Security Products has been more than justified by our experiences at
Burnley Football Club,” said Hadrian Thorne, “as I can honestly say that both the CCTV and
access control systems have been completely free of problems for the entire period that they have
been in operation. We really couldn’t ask for more!”
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The Siemens Industry Sector (Erlangen, Germany) is the worldwide leading supplier of production,
transportation and building technologies. With integrated hardware and software technologies as well as
comprehensive Industry-specific solutions, Siemens increases the productivity and efficiency of its customers
in the fields of industry and infrastructure. The Sector consists of six divisions: Building Technologies,
Industry Automation, Industry Solutions, Mobility, Drive Technologies and OSRAM. With around 209,000
employees worldwide Siemens Industry achieved in fiscal 2007 total sales of approximately EUR 40 billion
(pro forma, unconsolidated). www.siemens.com/industry

The Siemens Building Technologies Division (Zug, Switzerland), as a service provider and systems
integrator and also as a manufacturer of the corresponding products, combines solutions and concepts for
energy-efficient building automation, fire protection, electronic safety and electrical installation engineering.
Due to this unique combination of activities, Building Technologies is a leading global player in the building
automation market. The Division is an organizational unit of Siemens Schweiz AG (Zurich, Switzerland) and
includes Siemens Building Technologies GmbH & Co. oHG (Erlangen, Germany), Building Technologies Inc.
(Buffalo Grove, USA), their subsidiaries and holdings as well as all important Siemens activities in the field of
building technologies. www.siemens.com/buildingtechnologies
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